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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 209232 
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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: STATUS OF AMERICANS 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY CONFRONTED WITH CASE OF AMERI- 
CAN FAMILY WHICH HAS LEFT RHODESIA AND IS DESTITUTE AND 
SEEKING ASSISTANCE FROM USG IN SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE PARTI- 
CULARS OF FAMILY IN QUESTION APPEAR TO BE GENERALLY UNLIKE 
THOSE OF OTHER AMERICANS IN RHODESIA, CASE ITSELF REMINDS 
US OF DIFFICULT QUESTIONS WE MAY HAVE TO FACE CONCERNING 
WHAT WE MIGHT LOGICALLY EXPECT TO HAPPEN TO AMERICAN CITI- 
ZENS IN RHODESIA IN COMING MONTHS. 

2. AS YOU HAVE MORE RHODESIAN EXPERIENCE THAN ANY OTHER 
AMERICAN OFFICIAL AND AS WE VALUE YOUR ANALYSIS, WE WOULD 
WELCOME YOUR INFORMAL ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SCENARIOS CON- 
CERNING AMCITS IN RHODESIA. IN PARTICULAR, WHAT IS YOUR 
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ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS, CURRENTLY RESIDING IN 
RHODESIA, WHO MIGHT NEED ASSISTANCE TO LEAVE THAT COUNTRY, 
OR, ONCE HAVING ARRIVED IN SOUTH AFRICA OR ELSEWHERE, WOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM USG. YOUR VIEWS ON TYPE OF PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE ENGAGED IN ON THIS ISSUE, KEEPING IN 
MIND PARTICULAR SENSITIVITIES REGARDING ANYTHING THAT COULD 
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BE MISINTERPRETED BY PRESS AS EVACUATION PLANNING, WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 209232 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNA:JFTEFFT 
APPROVED BY IO/UNA:JFTEFFT 
S/S-0:KDROBINSON 

044371 182123Z/62 

O 181945Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 9705 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 209232 

EXDIS FROM UNA 

FOL RPT SECSTATE 209232 SENT ACTION PRETORIA DTD 17 AUG 78 
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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: STATUS OF AMERICANS 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY CONFRONTED WITH CASE OF AMERI- 
CAN FAMILY WHICH HAS LEFT RHODESIA AND IS DESTITUTE AND 
SEEKING ASSISTANCE FROM USG IN SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE PARTI- 
CULARS OF FAMILY IN QUESTION APPEAR TO BE GENERALLY UNLIKE 
THOSE OF OTHER AMERICANS IN RHODESIA, CASE ITSELF REMINDS 
US OF DIFFICULT QUESTIONS WE MAY HAVE TO FACE CONCERNING 
WHAT WE MIGHT LOGICALLY EXPECT TO HAPPEN TO AMERICAN CITI- 
ZENS IN RHODESIA IN COMING MONTHS. 
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2. AS YOU HAVE MORE RHODESIAN EXPERIENCE THAN ANY OTHER 
AMERICAN OFFICIAL AND AS WE VALUE YOUR ANALYSIS, WE WOULD 
WELCOME YOUR INFORMAL ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SCENARIOS CON- 
CERNING AMCITS IN RHODESIA. IN PARTICULAR, WHAT IS YOUR 
ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS, CURRENTLY RESIDING IN 
RHODESIA, WHO MIGHT NEED ASSISTANCE TO LEAVE THAT COUNTRY, 
OR, ONCE HAVING ARRIVED IN SOUTH AFRICA OR ELSEWHERE, WOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM USG. YOUR VIEWS ON TYPE OF PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE ENGAGED IN ON THIS ISSUE, KEEPING IN 
MIND PARTICULAR SENSITIVITIES REGARDING ANYTHING THAT COULD 
BE MISINTERPRETED BY PRESS AS EVACUATION PLANNING, WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. VANCCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

NOTE ORIGINAL DIST: SS-25/ISO,SSO,INRE,NSCE,CIAE, 
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